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1. Good evening. | am happy to join you today at the tenth anniversary celebration of
library@chinatown. This library sits within the Jalan Besar GRC, which | am MP for. It is precious for
Jalan Besar GRC to hold such a treasure.

A community space by the community

2. library@chinatown is a pioneer in the library space in two significant ways. Firstly, it is a fully
sponsored partner library, thanks to the very strong support from the community since 2013. For the
past 10 years, the Kwan Im Thong Hood Cho Temple has generously sponsored the library’s operating
costs. | am very happy to share that the Temple has agreed to fund the library for another five years!
The owner of this retail mall, CP 1 Pte Ltd, has also kindly provided the space for the library right in
the heart of Chinatown.

3. Secondly, it is run by volunteers, and it is the first public library in Singapore to do so.

4, Allow me to highlight some of our volunteers here with us tonight. Madam Doris Choy, a
retired pre-school teacher, is one of the pioneer volunteers for library@chinatown. Doris has
volunteered in a wide range of activities, such facilitating health programmes for seniors and
storytelling. She continues to be active in library@harbourfront. Mdm Lee Hai Wee, an active
member of an art-and-craft club, conducts handicraft sessions for members of the public at
library@chinatown. During these sessions, she makes use of waste materials, which in turn, helps to
spread the important message of recycling.

5. Thank you, Doris, Hai Wee, and all our volunteers. Your contributions are deeply appreciated.
Together with NLB, you have facilitated various programmes and ensured the upkeep of the library.
These, in turn, helped to enhance our patrons’ knowledge and learnings, and enrich their minds.

Engaging the Community

6. More importantly, the impact of your work is felt beyond library@chinatown. While this
volunteerism model was first started at library@chinatown, it has since been adapted in different
ways across some of our libraries. We see it in Tampines Regional Library, Choa Chu Kang Public
Library, and the recently opened Punggol Regional Library.
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7. As laid out in NLB's Libraries and Archives Blueprint 2025, we are fully committed to keeping
this spirit of volunteerism in all our libraries. Hence, we will have more volunteering opportunities
available with NLB, including at the latest Punggol Regional Library.

8. Unfortunately, during the pandemic, the number of active volunteers in our libraries fell to
2,000 in 2021. It has now increased to 3,500 active volunteers. Hopefully, with NLB’s hard work, we
will be able to increase our pool of active volunteers to our target of 6,500 by 2026. We want to share
the love for libraries with more people, and do so in partnership with our volunteers. So, help us
spread the word and bring more volunteers into our orbit.

Expanded Collection and Programmes

9. Let me now share briefly, in Mandarin, the programmes and plans for the future. EE¥REHIE
ZATUE 24 - RERANERAMMENTEREZNNERE  EEAMETNHAX TEEME
BIE - EEXRAHEHEZRLK,

10.  MEBEBESRWKRIOFHERR, RIMNIUBICHALRPHEREN - KI)E
BRFMEZHMEE . CPIRANARLBMARE XL, SFERMEITIE.

11. B8, BifpIE - #MFZE KN AEHESES., EX50H  RRSXED - B

EBESFHRE—RIINREANFEEXU T BIES), BRPEARBIREMERMEL
BRXeeh TR, R, %?E&?F?E%Dﬁa%ﬁ’iﬁﬁo Bign, RAEFBNRE A TIRERLRBEAIH

£, MNSESEAS LR, SR,

12, Al UERFEROHEEHEBEIORFRE! EHEBE10ES =, FERT
ARK10%, it?izﬂ]ﬁ&ﬁb_i, FEIES!

13. Once again, thank you all and | wish you a pleasant evening.
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